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Revised Lead and Copper Rule Update

Ann Hirekatur- DNR



FEDERAL LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)

Wisconsin has > 11,000 Public Water Systems 
regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act

• Went into effect on December 21, 2021.

• Compliance date is October 16, 2024.

• EPA intends to propose “Lead and Copper Rule Improvements” (LCRI) in 2023.  In 
particular, they anticipate these “improvements” to include: 
→ more stringent LSL removal requirements; 

and
→ revisions to tap monitoring and action / trigger level requirements.

• EPA does not anticipate changes to the materials inventory requirements. 

• All community water systems should begin working on their service line inventory now.



FEDERAL LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)

Wisconsin has > 11,000 Public Water Systems 
regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act

 The Department is moving forward with developing tools for, and 
communicating with systems about, the LCRR materials inventory 
requirements. 

 The Department is waiting for more information from EPA before we proceed 
implementing our internal plans for preparing to administer other sections of 
the LCRR. 



LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)
MATERIALS INVENTORY - WHAT IS REQUIRED?

• §141.84(a) Lead service line inventory. All water systems must develop an 

inventory to identify the materials of service lines connected to the public 

water distribution system.

• (2) The inventory must include all service lines connected to the public 

water distribution system regardless of ownership status. 



LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)
MATERIALS INVENTORY - WHAT SYSTEMS DOES THIS APPLY TO? 

Wisconsin has > 11,000 Public Water Systems 
regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act

~2,000 are regulated for Lead & Copper 
and required to complete the inventory.



LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)
MATERIALS INVENTORY - WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR? 
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LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISIONS (LCRR)
MATERIALS INVENTORY - WHAT HAVE WE DONE SO FAR? 



lead & copper rule revisions (LCRR)

MATERIALS I NVENTORY -
WHAT H AVE WE DONE SO FAR? 

Public Presentations
• AWWA Conference
• Multiple AWWA Webinars
• ASDWA LSLI Webinar
• Regional meetings
Communication with individual 
systems and consultants
• Sanitary survey reviews
• Corrosion control check-in 

meetings
• Individual skype or zoom 

meetings upon request



Communication with individual 
systems and consultants
• Field Engineers emails and calls
• Sanitary survey reviews
• Corrosion control check-in 

meetings
Collaboration with 
Wisconsin Rural Water Association
• Circuit riders
• Small-system webinars
Ongoing
• GovDelivery announcements
• Lunchtime zoom updates
• DG Study Group updates

lead & copper rule revisions (LCRR)

MATERIALS I NVENTORY -
WHAT WE H AVE PL ANNED? 



DNR Voluntary PFAS Sampling at 
Municipal Systems

Kyle Burton– DNR 



What has Changed?

• Funding for PFAS sampling is now available to ALL municipal 
systems statewide

• Systems can ask questions and express interest in the project by 
emailing DNRDGPFASSAMPLING@Wisconsin.gov

• DNR will hold an informational virtual meeting for all interested 
systems

mailto:DNRDGPFASSAMPLING@Wisconsin.gov


What has not Changed?

• Continue to partner with WI Department of Health Services 
(DHS) and WI State Lab of Hygiene (WSLH)

• Training and support for systems participating in the program

• DNR will work closely with impacted systems to leverage all 
resources available to protect health of customers and address 
impacts.



Why Sample Now?

• Funding Available as well as support from DNR, DHS, WSLH

• Proactively assess impacts and protect public health

• Infrastructure bill funding for addressing PFAS will be available

• UCMR5 and proposed DNR rules



Timeline?

• February 8, 2022 Governor Evers announces funding for 
voluntary sampling project

• February 2022 DNR will reach out directly to systems with more 
information

• March 2022 virtual informational meeting for all interested 
systems

• March/April 2022 sampling begins



Questions?



Member Roundtable 
Scott Laeser, Clean Wisconsin 

Chris Groh, Wisconsin Rural Water Association
Sean Scott, Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene

Keith Donner for John Steinbrink, American Water Works Association (AWWA) -
Wisconsin Chapter

Lawrie Kobza, Municipal Environmental Group
Paul Junio, Northern Lake Service

Jeff Kramer, Wisconsin Water Well Association
Sarah Yang, Department of Health Services

Rick Wietersen, Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards
Craig Summerfield, Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce



Updates to the Consumer Confidence 
Report process

Adam DeWeese– DNR 





New Definitions



DNR Quarterly Nitrate Maximum 
Contaminant Levels (MCLs) 

Adam DeWeese– DNR 



• Public water systems with Nitrate violations are typically put on 
increased quarterly monitoring if they are not already

• Historically
• No new violations after original (on-going)
• No new public notice requirements
• Unique to Nitrate

• Starting January 1, 2022
• New quarterly violations when over the standard
• New Public notice requirements



Internal Updates

Steve Elmore - DNR
Kyle Burton – DNR



New Public Water Engineering Section Chief

Theera Ratarasarn

Presenter
Presentation Notes
20+ years at DNR, 15 in Drinking Water and Groundwater



Rule Updates

• NR 140 and NR 809 Cycle 10
• Revisions to incorporate new standards including PFOA+PFOS

• On February 23, the Natural Resources Board will consider these rules 
and their approval is the next step in advancing them to the 
legislature.

• Interested individuals may register to speak or submit written 
comments to the Board by February 16, 2022. 



Rule Updates

• NR 140 and NR 809 Cycle 11
• Revisions including new standards for additional 16 

PFAS compounds
• Combined stakeholder meeting planned for spring 2022

• NR 811
• Updates to water system and treatment design 

criteria
• Stakeholder meeting to be held in April



Rule Updates

• NR 812
• Proposes revisions concerning the use of PVC casing 

in bedrock formations
• On February 23, the Natural Resources Board will consider these rules and 

their approval is the next step in advancing them to the legislature.
• Interested individuals may register to speak or submit written comments 

to the Board by February 16, 2022. 



Rule Updates

• Water Supply Service Area and Diversion Planning 
• Rule making will begin in accordance with recent bill 

signed by Governor Evers



Non-Community System Updates
• Electronic Monthly Operational Reporting (EMOR)

• Now live for Non-Transient Non-Community (NN) 
systems
• Schools and businesses regulated as public water 

systems can now report their operational treatment 
information online

• Online resources available soon for NN systems
• Help preparing for sanitary surveys



Non-Community System Updates
• Determining Population at Daycares

• Daycare facilities will count population as one child per day, 
regardless of time spent at the non-community

• More protective than past practice outlined in 30 year old EPA 
guidance and consistent with other states.

• Some systems may transition from Transient Non-Community (TN) to 
Non-transient Non-community (NN).  DNR will work directly with 
those systems through the transition.



Community System Updates
• Deadline for municipal systems to submit Cross 

Connection Control Inspection Report
• MARCH 1, 2022

• Operator Certification Exams now available 
online
• Public Water System Operators and Well 

Driller / Pump Installer
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/opcert/exams.html

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/opcert/exams.html


Community System Updates
• Lead Service Line Replacement Funding

• Deadline for application has passed this year
• Funding for removal of lead service lines 

through this program will be available again 
next year

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/documents/EIF/leadServiceLineFunding.html

• Funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(BIL) will also be available in 2023

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/documents/EIF/leadServiceLineFunding.html


Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lots of additional funding for the State Drinking Water Revolving Fund, including the base program, LSL replacement, small and disadvantaged communities, and a new program for emerging contaminants.
Approximately $140 million for drinking water infrastructure in the first year – 3-5 times more than we have had available for projects in the past. 
Build on our program that funded over 8500 LSL replacements last year.
We are waiting for EPA guidance.
We are beginning discussions on staffing and processes to deliver these new funds to projects across the state.



Next Meeting: April 14, 2022
The meeting recording will be posted on the 

Drinking Water and Groundwater Study Group 
website
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